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fourth having but three feet each.   A foot, in English verse, is two syllables.
To use your ear a little to English verse, and to make you attend to the sense too, I have transposed the words of the following lines; which I would have yon put in their proper order, and send me in your next.
Life consider cheat a when 'tis all I Hope with fool'd, deceit men yet with favour Repay will to-morrow trust on think and Falser former day to-morrow's than the Worse lies blest be shall when and we says it Hope new some possess'd cuts off with we what.
Adieu.
Tunbridge, August 14, 1740. DBAB EOT,
I AM very glad to hear from Mr Maittaire, that you are so ready at scanning both Greek and Latin verses; but I hope you mind the sense of the words, as well as the quantities. The great advantage of knowing many languages, consists in understanding the sense of those nations, and authors, who speak and write those languages; but not in being able to repeat the words like a parrot, without knowing their true force and meaning The Poets require your attention and observation more than the prose authors; poetry being more out of the common way than prose compositions are Poets have greater liberties allowed them than prose writers, which is called the Poetical Licence, Horace says, that Poets and Painters have an equal privilege of attempting anything. Pictonbus atque Poetis, quidhbd audendi, semper futt aqua potato*. Fiction, that is, invention, is said to be the soul of poetry. For example; the Poets give life to several inanimate things; that is, to things that have no life: as for instance, they represent the passions, as Love, Fury, Envy, &c., under human figures; which figures are allegorical; that is, represent the qualities and effects of those passions. Thus the Poets represent Love as a little boy, called Cupid, because Love is the passion of young people chiefly. He is represented blind likewise, because Love makes no distinction, and takes away the judgment. He has a bow and arrows, with which he is supposed to wound people, because Love gives pain: and he has a pair of wings to fly with, because Love is changeable, and apt to fly from one object to another Fury likewise is represented under the figures of three women, called the three Furies; Alecto, Megeera, and Tisiphone. They are described with lighted torches or flambeaux in their hands, because Rage and Fury is for setting fire to everything: they are likewise drawn, with serpents hissing about their heads, because serpents are poisonous and destructive animals Envy is